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«+ © Bookſeller 


| TO THE 


READER 


m 
ſi 'H E following Sermon baving wet with 4 very fas 
z.ourable reception in England ( as appears by 
the many Impreſſions of it) 1 thought it a Work, 
of preat- uſe and benefit to Re-Print it here, andre» 
dnce it to a ſmaller Volumn, that it might be an 
eaſy purchaſe, and ſpread the more 
venrverſally ; For tho? ſeveral * Dis * Dr. Cumber, 
wines of the Church of England have F m—_— n =” ra 
Wrote moſt Learnedly,and elaborate- —_— F 
fy Defended its Liturgy, and ſhewn 
3's Antiquity, and priumitzve Vſage ; yet it muſt be 
llow®d, that no one has done more Service in this ua- 
Fure, than the Reverend Author, For be bm P - 
ed his Diſcourſe to the meaneſt Capacity, be has Wri= 
ten with that conciſeneſs and perFicuity withal, that 
no one ( unleſs prepoſſeſt with prejudice ) that reads, 
be may underſtand it with profit , it being impoſſible 
qo croud more Subſtantial Matter in the compaſs of one 
$crmon. 


: And to the Immortal Honour of the Author, let this 
| be 
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_ The Bookſeller to the Reader. 


'be-Norified, that by the Bleſſing of God on this Diſ- 
courſe (which evidently aeclares the Excellency and 
Uſefulneſs of eur Eſtabliſh'd Forms ) he has brought 
his People, dayly, to frequent the pn lick Prayers, and 


to come upto a very Primitive prattice, even Weekly 
4 


Communions, 


: 


Thanks be to God, the W iſdom of the Governours I 


of our Church here, have fo Order'd Matters, that 
mo good Chriftian ( that is Devoutly inclin'd ) but 
may in ſome Church or other of this City, have the 
benefit of publick Prayers every day from Six a-clock, 
rill Eleven, and from Three to eight, and Receive the 
Sacrament every Sundy throughout the Tear. 


Ard his. Grace the Arch-Biſbop of Dublin, ha- « 


ving approv'd of the Deſign, its hop"d He will be 
pleaſed to Recommend to his Clergy, the buying ſame 
Dozens of them, to be diſtributed amongſt their poor 
Pariſhioners ſo that they, as well as the. Rich, may 
- wot be without ſo Uſeful a Book in their Families ; 
Which Good example, *tis beliey'd will be follow'd by 
Biſhops of other Dioceſſes, and their Clergy ;, for 1 
reſolve t9 afford them as cheap as poſſible I can. 

All that I ſhall add is, I wiſh the Sermon may bave 
#1 good an efett in this K ingdom, 4s jn that where it 
was at frſt Publiſhed, 


| lt - 
een 9s Jacob Milner, 


i 


[ 


"ut 


_— 


1 Cor. 14. 26. 


wo | 
__ f Let all things be done to edifying. 


at 


# 


7 HEN Fudas Macchabeus had new 

built the Altar, and repaired the 

Temple at Hieruſalem, after it had 

been Polluted and laid waſte for Three 
Years together ; the Church of God at that 


' time and place rejoyced ſo much at it, that 


they kept the Dedication of it Eight days, 
and ordered that the fame ſhould be obſer- 
ved every year; 1 Maccab. 4. 59. And fo 
we find it was in our Saviour's time: For 
he himfclf was pleaſed to honour that Feſti- 
val, though only of Eccleſiaſtical Iaſtitu- 
tion, with his own Preſence ; Foh. 10. 22. 
In the like manner, we of this Pariſh have 
Cauſe to be tranſported with Joy and Glad- 
neſs, and to ſpend this day in railing and 
adoring the moſt high God, for thar our 
Church, which hath lain waſte for above 
ve times Three years, is now at laſt rebuilt 
and fitted. again. for his Worſhip and Ser- 
A} vice 


———<>—C— 


but he will do the ſame to us in this Place, 


> The Excellency and Uſefulneſs 
vice. . For what, the Altar and Temple 
were unto the Jews then, the ſame will our | 
Church be unto us now. Did they there | 
offer up their Sacrifices unto God as Types | p 
of the Death of Chriſt 2 We ſhall here Com- |: 

memorate the ſaid Death of Chriſt, typiti- F 
ed by thoſe Sacrifices. Did they come from | 
all parts of Fudea to Worſhip God there 2 So 
ſhall we, I1hope, come from all parts of 
this Pariſh to Worſhip God here. Was the | 
Temple an Houſe of Prayer to them ? So is 

this Church to us. Was that the place where 

God, according to his Promiſe, came unto ) 
his people to bleſs them 2 I do not doubt | 


it we come unto it, and catry our ſelves in 
it as we ought to do. In ſhort, was the 
Temple the place where all things were 
performed that could any way conduce to 
the editying of God's People, as things then 
ſtood ? The ſame may. be ſaid of our Church 
as things now ſtand.. .,.For whatſoever 1s, or 
can be Neceſſary to, the edifying of our 
Souls here, and ſo-to their Eternal Salva- 
tion hereaſter, is clearly and fully compre- 
hended in thoſe ſeveral Offices, which ac- 
cording to the Laws of the Land, are now 
to be pertormed in this plage. Neither 15 
there 


of. the Common-Prayer. 3 
ere any thing contained in any of them, 
t what doth really conduce to theſe great 
nds and Purpoſes. 


2mple 


Il our 


oo h- But this being a thing which 'is demied 
Som- ſome, and underſtood but .by few a- 


'pifi- mMong(t us, I ſhall endeavour to explain and 
rom | demonſtrate unto all. Which I chuſe to do 
, 6, A(t this time, becauſe 'tis the moſt proper 
ts of Pubject I could think of for this Occaſion. 

or unleſs what is to be now done in this 


= place, will anſwer the ends wherefore it is 
here $1<Aed, all the Coſts and Charges that 
into \ ÞaVe been laid out upon it ; will be to no 
whe | Purpoſe at all. But if it can be fully made 
WA ut, That the Service, which is here to be 
$in P<formed, doth highly conduce to the Ad- 
the Yancement of God's Glory and your Hap- 
ere  Pinels, the great Ends wherefore ſuch pla- 
o Ces are erected, then you cannot but ac- 
em Knowledge that whatſoever any of'you have 
ch contributed towards it, is the beſt Money 
or Rat you ever ſpent ; and that this day 
ur herein the faid Service is begun to be 
1. Pertormed in it, is one of the moſt joytul 
e. days that this Pariſh ever faw. 

_ This therefore, is that which I ſhall en- 


deavour to prove at this time : And for 
that end I have choſen theſe Words for the 
A5 Ground 
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The Excellency and Uſefulneſs F 
Ground and Foundation of all that I ſhallW-+' 


' fay upon this Subje&t, Let all things be done$$ x 
ro edjying, For the right underſtanding e 


whereof, we muſt know, that the Apoſtle, -F1 
having in this Chapter diſcourſed at large! «gf 
concerning the way and manner of holdings &t 
Chriſtian Aſſemblies, and -having proved, t 
that whatſoever is there ſaid, ought to be. 5 
fpoken in fuch a Language, that all there >» 
prefent may underſtand, and fo be ediftyed * 1 
byat ; heat laſt ſums up the whole 1n this 21 
Propoſition, How 1s it then Brethren 2 When 
ye come tegether, every one of you hath a Pſalm, | 
tath a Dorine, hath a Tongue, hath a Revela- 
tion, hath an Interpretation : Let all things be 
done unto Edifying : As it he thould have 
faid, whatſoever Gifts any of you have, or 
pretend to, yer when you meet together 
npon a Religious Account, for the Publick 
Worthip of God, take fpecizl care that all 
things be there done, to the Edifying of all 
who are there preſent, From whence it is 
plain, that the Apoſlle lays down this as a 
gene:alRule, neceſlary to be obſerved in all 
Chriſtian Congregations. So that whenſoe- 
ver we meet together to Worſhip and Serve 
God ; if any thing be there done which is 
Fat or our Fdification, we come ſhort of 
en _ _ this 
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3. of the Common-Prayer. 5 
hall this Rule, and fo we do too, ifany thing be 
fone there wanting that may conduce to. that 
we: ® end. For according to this Rule, as nothing 
Le) * 1s to be there done but what is for our -Edi- 
rge' ##fying, ſo alſo on the other ſide, all things 
ng* Ztlratare, or can be for our Edifying-ought 
ed, to be there done. ' 
be. 3 Bur for our better underſtanding the true 
ere © ſenſe and purport of this Rule, it 1s neceſſa- 
ed ry to conlider what the Apoltle here means 
us by edifying ; For which we muſtknow, That +. 
04 all Chriſtians being, as the ſame Apoſtle 
m, \ faith, of the Houſhold of God, Built upon the 
la- > Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Feſus 
te Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner Stone, Eph. 
ve #*2.19, 20. Hence whatſoever tends to the 
or ſtrengthening, ſupporting, cementing, or 
er © raiſing this tabrick higher, whatſoever it 1s 
k whereby men are made more firm and fo- 
ul lid Chriſtians, rnore holy and perie& men 
il than they are before, by, that they are faid 
is to be edified. And therefore, it is a great 
a miſtake tor men to think(as many do) that 
11 they are edified by what they hear, meerly 
2. becauſe they know perhaps ſome little thing 
'e Awhich before they were ignorant of. For 
is KFnowledge ( as the Apoſtle faith ) puffeth ap, 
f itis Charit+ that edifeth ; 2Cor.8.i. And 

|. there- 
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therefore, whatſoever knowledge we at- 
tain to; we cannotbe ſaid to be edifed by it, 
any further than as it influences our Minds, 
excites our Love, and inclines our Hearts 
to Godand goodneſs. And that this 1s the 
true Notion of edifying, is plain from the +» 
Apoſtles own Words ; where he faith, Ler 
no corrupt communication come out of your mouths 
but that which is for the uſe of ediffing, that it 
may miniſter Grace unto the hearers ; Ephel. 4. 
29. For from hence it is manife{led, that 
that only is properly ſaid to edify, that mi- 
niſters grace unto us ; whereby we are | 
made more pure and holy than we were be- 
fore. And therefore, we read of Edifying our 
ſelves in Love, Ephel. 4.16. and building up 
our ſelves in our moſt holy Faith, Jude 20. 
Which are the true Graces that make up a 
real and true Chriſtian. And nothing can be 
{aid to edzfy, but what tends to the exciting 
and encreaſing of them: Until we come (as 
the Apoſtle faith ) im the unity of the faith, 
aud of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 


perfect man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of 


the fullneſS of Chriſt ; Eph. 4. 12, 13. Hence 
therefore, when the Apoſtle faith, Let all 
things be done to cdifying, his meaning in brict 
1s this, Thatin all our Chriſtian Aflemblies, 
when 


: # - 
"nd. x. * 


7 of the Common-Prayer. 7 
$ when we meet together to Worſhip and 
*Serve God, all things there, are to be fo 
done, that we may return home wiſer, and 


he better than we came thither ; with our 
Knowledge of God and Chriſt encreaſed, 


the + ; 

7. Our Deſires enlarged, our Love inflamed, 
*our Faith confirmed, all our Graces quick- 

ths 

Jo enced, and ſo our whole Souls made more 


{ humble, more holy, more like to God, 
'++ than they were before. | 


12t The Words being thus briefly explained, 
M-  -Ifhall now apply them to our preſent pur- 
ws + 2 poſe, and ſhew that this Form of Religious 


Worſhip,which is preſcribed by our Church 
"nr CEftablithed by the Laws of the Land, and 
# *— therefore to be uſed now in this place, a- 
grees exactly with this Rule, or Canon of 


the Holy Apoſtle, even that all things in it 
be . care done to edifying. 
Ng But before we prove that that Form in 
ry particular, which our Church hath preſcri- 
= bed, is agreeable to this Apoſtolical Rule, it 


' + - 15neceſſary to prove firſt, That the preſcri- 
of bing a Form in general is ſo. For unleſs the 


or prelcribing a Form in general, be accor- 
a" ding to this Rule, no Form in particular, 


'that is preſcribed, can poſſibly agree with 
> At. Burnow, that this Rule admits, yea, 
1 re- 


» Os l by 
bY - * / 
"3:94 2. 4..4,.4 


TS + EY 
FR 7 + © $$. : 
& 4 - £ : | 5 5 2, ' p 
p” 4 o [1 p 0 E C 5 of W's * 
I "M5 ELLIS » * H PTE Ga Ws 
A. 1 T . L4 + naaf o p Fg Z Pp hs o 4b ., q #+ £ Y % 3 > o \ o k 
v ws 3 - ” $*'> YRS a OW /N Lo» a x: Sf 
* n 5 . - at Ta, I A Fs $ s AT 
FS -- Es» M5 ALS 4 oa $9 ag . 
| PR ors PIT TEC hs > . 2.4 
a, 0 fog * Ts Y "JE. F Y \ F 4 © e 
q oo La P. v8 \ 4 * "od £3» [1 EI "Mis 'S 4 


8 The Excellency and Uſefulneſs 


requires the preſcribing of ſome Form, 1s 
evident from the Rule it ſelf. For the Apo- 
ſtle' here commands the Church ot Corinth, 


that in their Religious Aſſemblies all things 
[| Se done toedifying. But how 15 it pollible tor 
'any Provincial Church to ſce that this be 
done, except ſhe preicribes ſome certain 
Form for the doing of it'? li.every Mini- 
iter ot a Pariſh ſhould be left to lis own 1t- 
berty to do what he pleated in his own Con- 
gregation, although ſome perhaps might 
ve 10 wife and prudent as to obſerve this 
Rule, as well as they coul\], yet confider- 
12S the Corruption of Human Nature, we 
have mnch cauſe ro fear tat others would 
not. At lea the Clhurch could be na way 
tecured that .atl would ; and therefore mult 
| necds be obliged to conſider of, and appoint 
+ omeſuch Form to be ved in all her Con- 
| -gregations, by witch jne may be fully at- 
{ured,, tzat this Apoltolical Rule is every 
where obierved, as it ought io Je. And 
altiough we ſhoutd ſuppoſe what can never 
be expectes, tit all tne Clergy in every 
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they ought to be, yet it cannor be ſuppo- 
ſed tier every one of them ſhould under- 
ſtand 


and ſo all Provincial Churches, to take care | 
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Province ſhould be 2s wiſe and as good as , 
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of the Common-Prayer. 9 
ſtand what is for the Edification of the peo- 
ple as well as all together. And theretore it 
muſt needs be acknowledged, that the ſu. 
reſt way to have this Rule obſerved, is, for 


' the Governours of every Church, and the 


whole Clergy, to meet together by their 
Repreſentatives, in a Synod or Convocati- 
on, and there, upon Mature Deliberation, 
agree upon ſome ſuch Form, which they 


* in their Prudence and Conſciences judge to 


be according to this Rule, which the Apo- 
{tle here lays down before them. 

And beſides that, the preſcribing a Form 
in general, is more for our Edify;ng, than 
to leave every one to do what ſeems good 


- in his own Eyes. We have the concurrent 


Teſtimony, Experience, and Practice of the 


' Univerſal Church. For we never read, or 


hear of any Church in the World, from the 
Apoſtles days to ours, but what took this 


- courſe, Tho' all have not uſed the ſame, yet 


no Church but have uſed ſome Form or 0- 
ther. And therefore, for any man to ſay, 
that it is not lawful, or not expedient, or 


' not ſo Editying, to uſe a Form of Prayer in 


: condema the Holy Catholick Church ; and 


> the Pablick Worſhip of God, is to contra- 


dict the general Senſe of Chriſtianity, to 


to 
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to make himſelf wiſer than all Chriſtians | 
| that ever were before him. Which, whatſo- 
ever it may be thought now, was always 
| heretofore reckoned. one of the greatelt Sins 
; | and Follies that a man could be guilty of. 
Nay, more than all this too: For this 1s 
|| not only to make a man's felt wiſer than all 
Chriſtians, but wiſer than Chriſt himſelf : 
|| For 1t 1s impoſlible to preſcribe any Form 
of Prayer in more Plain and expreſs Terms 
' than he hath done it, where he faith ; When 
ye pray, ſay, Our Father which art in Heaven, 
j' Ec, Lake 11. 2. AndI hope none here pre- | © 
| fent, but will acknowledge that Chriſt, by 
whom alone we can be Edified, knows bet- 
| ter what is, or what is not for our Edific2- 
tion, than we, or all the men in the World 
can do. And therefore, ſeeing he hath not + 
only preſcribed a Form of Prayer for his *” 
Diſciples to uſe, but hath expresſly com- 
manded them to uſe it, we, who profeſs 
our ſelves to be his Diſciples, ought to reſt 
fully fatisfied'in our Minds, that uſing of a 
Form of Prayer, is not only lawful, but 
much more for our Ediſying, than it is poſ- 
ſible for any other way of Praying to be. 
The ſame may be proved alſo trom the 
ature of the thing it (elf, by ſuch Argu- 
ments, 
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"Pp of the Common- Prayer. I1 
ins nents, which do not only demonſtrate that 
ſo. it is fo, but likewiſe ſhew how it comes to 
ys de fo. For, Firſt, in order to our being E- 
15  Qified, ſo as tobe made better and holyer, 
f Awhenſcever we meet together upon aReli- 
is © "gious account, it is neccllary that the ſame 
all good and holy things be always inculcated 
f. © and preſſed upon us after one and the fame 
-manner.. For we cannot bur all find by our 


'Mm | Tay on 

ns own experience, how difficult it is to faſten 

- any thing that is truly good, either upon 

y our ſelves or others, and that it is rarely, 
, 


. »|if evereffected, without frequent repetitions 


(2 Fo | 
by Ot ut. Whatſoever good things we hear on- 
t. | ly once, or now and then, though perhaps 


_ upon the hearing of them, they may ſwim 
14 - for a while in our Brains, yet they ſeldom 
fink down into our Fearts, ſo as to move 


of "2x —_ 
ics nd ſway the Aﬀctions, as it 15 neceſſary 
1. . *hey ſhould do, in order to our being Edi- 


fs fied by them. Whereas by a Set Form of 
\n- _;Publick Devotions rightly Compoſed, as 
*wearec continually put in mind of all things 
:neceſiary for us to know or do, fo that it 
C zalways 1s done by the fame Words and Ex- 
2zpreſſions, which by their conflant uſe will 
*$1mprint the things themſelves ſo firmly in 
Zour minds, tha: it would be no ealie mattex 
to 
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Il The Excellency and Uſefulneſs 
to obliterate or race them out ; but do what '# 
we can, they will {ll occur upon all occa- 
| fions ; which cannot but be very much for "» 
our Chriſtian Edification. 
| Moreover, that which conduceth toths 
| quickning our Souls, and raiſing up our # 
' Aﬀections in our publick Devotions, muſt | 
needs be acknowledged to conduce much ? 
|| toour Edification. But it is plain, that as to # 
| ſuch purpoſes a Set Form of Prayer 1s an Z 
| extraordinary help to us ; for it I hear ano- 'wF 
{ {||} ther Pray, and know net before-hand what - 
[|] hewillfay, Imuſt firſt liſten to what he will | 
i ſay next; then I am to confider, whether 3 
|| what he faith be agreeable to ſound Do- 3 
' Qarine, and whether it be proper and law- .» 


{ ; ful for meto joyn with hirn in the Petiti- w#' 
|; onsheputs up to God Almighty ; and if WF" 
| think it is ſo, thenT am to do it. But before F' 
T can well do that, he is got to another _? 
thing: By which means it is very difficult, 'P! 
| If not Morally impoſſible to joyn with him 
| Inevery thing fo regularly as I ought to do. 2? 
But by a Set Form of Prayer, all this trou- * 
bleis prevented; for having the Form con- .} 
tinually in my mind, being theroughly ac- & 
quainted with it, fully approving of every FF 
thing in it, I have nothing elſe to do;whiltt © 
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We” of the Common-Prayer. 13 
- | Whe words are ſounding in mine Ears, but to 


. "Move my Heart and Aﬀections ſuitable to 
"hem, to raiſe up my defires of thoſe good 
things which are prayed for, to fixmy mind 

h. SFholly upon God, whilſt I am praiſing of 
ur Kim and fo to employ, quicken, & lift up my 
hole Soul in performing my Devotions to 

im. No Man that hath been accuſtomed to 
Set Form for any conſiderable time, but 

ay eaſily find this to be true by his own 
Experience : And by conſequence, that this 
way of Praying is a greater help to us, than 
Fey can imagine that never made tryal of it. 
© To this may be alſo added, that if we 
_ Hear another praying a Prayer of his own 
._ ®private Compoſition, or voluntary Effuſion, 
- a Our Minds are _ bound up and confi- 
ped to his Words and Expreſſions, and to 
His Requeſts and Petitions, be they what 
Shey will : fo that at the beſt we can but 
*pray his Prayer. Whereas when we pray by 

=x Formpreſcribed by the Church; we pray 
the Prayers of the whole Church we live in; 
; Which are common to the Miniſter and Peo- 
_ le, to our ſelves, and to all the Members 


c. Of rhe ſame Church : So that we have all 


-y Whedevour and pious Svuls that are in it, 
i Fogacurring and joyning with us'in them : 
3 B Which 


he | 
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Which cannot furely but be more effetual rs 
for the Editying, not only of our ſelves in * 1c 
particular, but of the Church in general, -U1c 

| than any private Prayer can be. £X] 
' Laſtly, Inorder to our being edified by Y 

' our Publick Devotions, as it 1s neceſſary * # 
that we know before-hand what we are to UPp* 
pray for, ſo it is neceſſary that we after- Go 
* wards know what we have prayed for, when 8j© 
we have done : For I ſuppoſe you will all gt 
grant, that all the good and benefit we can Opr 
recerve {rom our Prayers, is to be Ultimate- #0 
ly reſolved into God's gracious hearing, and  IW* 
| an{wering of them : Without which, they ur 
|| will all cometo nothing. But there are two Per 

things required to the obtaining an Anſwer ben 

of our Prayers : Firſt, that we {1ncerely and | 

earneſtly deſire good things at the Hands of Tha! 

God, to which, as I have ſhewn, a Set Whe 

Form of Prayer conduceth very much : WE! 
; And thenSecondly, it 15 required alſo, that and 
|; Wwetrult anddepend upon God for his grant- ++ 
; ng of them, according to the Promiſes WE 
which he hath made unto us in Jeſus Chriſt *&T | 
our Lord. And I verily believe that one tho! 
great Reaſon why men pray ſo often tono & 3 
parpoi?, 1s, becauſe they do not take this 9F 
courte: Bur wien they have done their Pray- 84! 
ers þ © 


BIPF aa 
Xx R$ 3? 
: wk 
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ers, they have done with them, and concern 
emfelves no more about them, than as if 
ey had never prayed at all. Burhow can we 
expet that God thould Anſwer our Prayers, 
1en We our ſelves do not mind whether he 
_ them or no? Nor believe and truſt 
ypon him for it ? For certainly truſting on 
God, as it is one of the highett Acts of Reli- 
gjon that we can pertorm, fo it j5 that which 
gives Liic and! Vigor,Vertve and Etheacy to 
our Prayers, without which we have ng 
ound at all to expect they ſhould be An- 
tyered. For God having promiſed to Anſwer 
qur Prayers, except we truſt on him for his 
Performance of {uch Promiſes, we loſe the 
benciit of them, and by conſequence our 
Pravers too. And therelore, as ever we defire 
that he ſhould grant us what we pray tor, 
when we have directed our prayers to him, 
we mult {till /ook up, Pal. 5. 3, expedting 
and hoping for the return of them, 

. Now as tais is a_ thing of greater conſe- 
quence, 10 a ſet Form of Prayer js a grea- 
ter help to us jn_ it, than 1t 1s commonly- 
thougit to be. For it we hear another ut- 
tex a Prayer ex tempore, which he never ſaid, 


nor we heard before, nor ever {hall do ir 


15 ara -_ . - 
y- Again, Jt is much it he himſelf can remem» 
18þ © B 2 ber 


"1 
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ber the tenth part of what he ſaid : Hoy 
4 bf much leſs can we that heard him, do it 
| | And if we cannot poſſibly remember what 
[} we prayed for, how is it poſſible for us t: 
[|] expectitatthe Hands of God ? or to depenc 
'}|} upon him for it? But now it 1s quite other. 
{ il j wiſe when we uſe a Set Form of Prayer. For 
by this means when we have prayed, w: 
can recollect our ſelves, look over our Pray 
|] ersagan, either ina Book, or in our mind; 
'['4 where they are Imprinted ; we can conl; 
| der diſtintly what we have asked at th: 
| Hands of God, and fo a& our Faith, anc 
Confidence on him, for the grantingever, 
Petition we have put up unto him, accor 
ding to the Promiſes which he hath mad: 
us to that purpoſe. And as this is the (u 
reſt way whereby to obtain what we pr] 
for, it muſt needs be the moſt Edifying wa! 
of Praying that we can poſſibly ule. 
Theſe things being duly weighed, I ſhal 
now take it tor granted, That the uſing : 
Form in general in the Publick Worſhip c 
God is agreeable tg/this Apoſtolical Rulc 
Let all things be done to Edifying ; and ſo ſha! 
proceed to ſh&y that that Form in particu 
lar, which our Church hath appointed t: 
be uſed upon ſuch Occaſions, is ſo too. Fo: 


winch 
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which end it is not neceſlary that I ſhould 


'xun through every particular Word, Phraſe, 


'6r Exprel1on in the Common-Prayer, much 
leſs that I {zould vindicate and defend it 
Fom every little Exception, that Ignorance 
or Malice may make againſt ſomething in 


i. For nothing ever yet was, or can be ſaid, 


or Written, but ſomething or other may be 
aid, or Written againit it, either well, or 
al. But my buſineſs mult be to prove, That 
the Form of Divine Service, contained in 


*he Book of Common-Prayer, which is now 
2pſed in the Church ot England, conduceth 


fo much to the Edifying thoſe that uſe it, 
that it agrees exactly to the Rule which the 
Apoſtle here preſcribes in that caſe. And 
this 1 ſhall demonlirate trom Four Heads. 
x. From the Language. 2. From the Matter, or 
Subſtance of it. 3. From the Method. And 4. 
From the Manner of performing it. For it it be 
Edifying 11 all theſe Reſpects, it muſt needs 
e acknowledged to be ſo in the whole. 
There being nothing init but what mav be 
reduced to ſoine of theſe Heads. 
Firit, Theretore as to the Language, you 
all know that the whole Service is Perform- 


*cd in Engliſh, the Vulgar and the Common 
*Langnage of the Nation, which every one 


B 3 un- 
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underſtands, and ſo may be Edifed by it 
And this, indeed, is the Ground and Foun. 
dation of all the benefit that we can poſi. 
bly receive from our Publick Prayers. And 
therefore in the Church of Rome, the Com. 
mon People are made uncapable of being 
Batified by the Prayers of the Church, in 
ehat they are all made in Latin, a Lan- 
guage which they do not underſtand, So 
that when they mcet to worſhip God, there 
are ſeldom any in the Congregation that 
Ynows what is ſaid there, except the Pricf 
that reads it, and oftentimes not he ncither, 
By which means they have no ſuch thing 
feally amongſt them as Common-Prayer, 


Neither is it poſlible for the Common Peo- * 


ple to bs ever edified by what is there ſaid, 
bt done, except they could be once con- 
vineed by it of the horrible abuſe which 
their Church puts upon them, in comman- 


ing nll her Publick Devotions to be per- 


fottmed in an unknown Tongue, directly 
evontrary, not only to the Rule in my Text, 
but to the Deſign of this whole Chapter. 

But bleſſed be God for it, it is not fo 


*with vs. For ours 15 truly Common-Prayer, 


Sr it js Written, and Read in that Lan- 


" Syabe which is common to all the Congre- 


ga 


— 
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__ in the Kingdom, and to every pcr- 


* Opcech in Mattcrs in Religion, hath given 
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4on in cach Congregation. So that all the 
People of the Land, whatſoever Rank or 
Condition they are of, may joyn together 
In the uſe of every thing that 1s in ity, an! 
Fo be joyntly Edified by it: Eſpecially, con- 
fidering that it is not only all in Englith, 
Þut in common and plain Engliſh, ſuch as 
wwe uſe in our common Diſcourſe with one 
another. There are no unuſual or obſolete 
Words, no hard or uncouth Phraſes in it, 
{but every thing is expreſſed as clearly and 
plainly as Words can do it : So that the mea- 
Meſt perſon in the Congregation that under- 
MNands but his Mothers Tongue, may be E- 
dified by it, as well as the greatelt Scholar. 

Z But that which is chiefly to be conſider- 
edin the Language of the Common-Prayer, 
as, that 1t is not only common, but proper t00. 
Though the Words there uſed be all but 
common Words, yet they are {o uſed, that 
they properly expreſs the things that are 
deſigned by them. This, I contels,. may 
ſcem to be no great matter at firlt ſight, 
yet it is that without which we might be | 

ſubverted, by that which was intended 
for our Edification. For impropriety. 0i 
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occaſion to all, or moſt of the Schiſm, 
Errors and Hereſies that ever infeſted, this 
or any other Church ; as might caſfily be 


demonſtrated. Hence the Apoſtle gave - 
Timethy, A Form of ſound Words, and charged -# 


'him to hold it faſt : Fold faft (faith he) the 


Form of ſound Words which thou haſt heard of | 


me, 2 Tim. 1. 13. As knowing, that ex- 
cept the Words, whereby he uſually ex- 


preſſed Divine Truths, were ſound and pro- 


per, it would be impoſlible for his Notions 
and Opinions of the things themſelves to 


| beſo. And certainly, if ever there was, 4 


Form of ſound Words, compoſed by Men 
ſince the Apoſtles times, our Common-Pray- 
er may juſtly deſerve that Title : It being 
all made up of ſuch fit and proper, fuch 
ſound and wholſom Words, that if we do 
but hold faſt to them, there is no fear of 
our falling, either into Herefie, or Schiſm. 
For they, being duly conſidered, will ſug. 
geſt to our Minds, right, and true apprc- 
Henſions of all the Articles of the Chriſtian 


- Religion ; and ſonot only make us ſound, 
Hut build us up ſtrong and firm in our moſt 
Holy Faith : So that conſidering the plain- - 


neſs and perſpicuity, the ſoundneſs and 
propriety of Speech which is uſed jn tt, 
_ the 
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the leaſt that can be ſaid of the Common- 
Prayer, is, that all things in it are {o Word- 
edzas is molt for the edzfying of all thoſe that - 
ule it. 

»#And as the words in the Common-Prayer 
are all as editying as words can be, ſo, in 
the Second place, Is the Matter expreſled 
by thoſe Words. For there. is nothing in 
it, but what is necetilary for our Edification, 
and all chings that arc,_ or can be for our 
Edification, are plainly in it. Firlt, I ſay 
there is nothing in our Liturgy but what is 
neceliary for our Edification. There are 
no ſuch Fables in it, or Endleſs Genealogzes, 
Which ( as the Apollle faith ) Miniſter 2ue- 
Fons, rather than Godly Edifying, which is in 
Faith; 1 Timothy 1.4. There are none of 
thoſe vain Diſputations and impertinent 
Controverſies, which have ot late been rai- 
ſed in the Church, to its great diſturbance, 
rather than its Edification. There are no 
new Opinions, no Airy Speculations 1n it, 
which ſerve only to tickle Men's Ears, and 
pleaſe their Fanctes, and fo divert. their 
Thoughts from what they are about. Look 


, Jt all over without prejudice and partiality, 


conlidcr feriouily every thing that 1s 1 it, 
gn you will find nothing aflerted, but 
' what 


. 
% 


= tn, 


22 The Excellency and Uſefulneſs 
what is Conſonant to God's Word, nothin =: 
Prayed for, but according to his Promit Mew 
nothing required as a Duty, but what is: men 
greeable to his Commands, nothing ſaid « well 
done, but what is grave and fober, folem yu 
and ſubſtantial ; nothing but what becoms Wer 
the Worſhip of our Great and Almight 
Creator. And therefore, nothing but whz 
we may ſome way or other be edifed by. 

And as there is nothing in it, but ws 
is Edifying, fo all things that are, or cx 
be Editying are in it. For nothing can | 
neceſſary to Edify and make us (olid anc 
pertect Chriſtians elſe, but what is neceſſ 
TY either to be believed, or done, or obtainet 
by us. But there is nothing neceſſary tot 
fnown, or believed but we are taught it 
nothing neceſſary to be done, but we ar 
enjoyned in it; nothing neceſſary to be 05 
tained, but we pray for it in our Public) 
Form of Divine Service. 

For firſt, As to thoſe things which ar: 
neceſlary to be krowy, or beheved, it is ac 
knowledged by all Proteſtants, that the) 
are fully contained in the Holy Scriptures, Wn 
which make agreat, if not the greateclt. 1 
part of our Divine Service ; and are con 
ſtantly read over, the Pſalms once every ar 
Monti 
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Month, the Old Teſtament once, and the 
w thrice every Year. Andall the Funda- 
mental Articles of our Chriſtian Faith, re- 
vealed in the Holy Scriptures, being brief- 
lyfummed up in the Apoſtles Creed ; that 
we may be ſure to keep them always in our 


' Minds, we have that Creed read and re- 


-, 


: =_—_ always once, and moſt common- 
Y: 


twice every day inthe Year. And ſecing 
the Godhead of our Bleſſed Saviour, the 
Foundation of our whole Religion, hath 
been, and {till is denied by ſome, leſt we 
ſhould be led away with the Error of the 
Wicked, every Sunday, and Holy-day we 
xead the Nicene Creed, wherein the God- 
head both ofthe Son and Holy Ghoſt is af- 
ſerted and explained. And that we may not 
entertain any Erroneous Opinions Concer- 
ging the moſt Holy Trinity, or the Incar- 
Mation of the Son of God, but the true Ca- 
tholick Faith whole, and undefiled, upon 
Ecrtain days every Year we read that which 
s commonly called the Creed of St. Atha- 
#a/ius, wherein thoſe great Myſterics are 
unfolded in the moſt proper and peripicuous 


}, $erms that they are capable of. 


And as all things necelſlary to be believed 


are {ſummarily contained in the 7hree 
F Creed's 
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Creeds, fo they are frequently explained i 


the other parts of our Liturgy ; Inſomuch 


that it would be eaſy to frame a comple 


Body of Divinity out of the Words ther: 
uſed : At leaſt of all ſuch things as are need. 


ful for any Man inthe World to believeq 


know, in order to his Eternal Salvation. 
The fame may be ſaid alſo of all theþ 
things, which we ought to do. For as vt 
here do whatſoever is neceſlary to be don: 
in order toour Worſhip of God in this plact 
ſo we are here taught whatſoever is nece 
fary to-be learnt in order to our fervin! 
God in all other places. So that no Mar 
that frequents our Publick Congregations 
where the Common-Prayer is uſed, can eve! 
plead Ignorance of any one Duty whatlo- 
ever : For it it be not his own fault, h: 
may there be inſtructed in every thin! 
which he that made him requires of him 
For here, as I obſerved before, we cor 
ſtantly read the Holy Scripture, which, 3 
the Apoſtle faith, Is profitable for Dottrint, 
for Reproof, for Correition, for Inſtruction, is 
Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God may be f*!- 
fett, throughly inſtrutted unto all good Works 
2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. And ſeeing it hath plea- 
led the moſt high God to Compriſe 1! 
who 
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| i Whole Will, and by conſequence our Duty, 
16h fem Ten Commandments, hence we read 
|: them conſtantly every Sunday and Holy- 
ie: Gay throughout the whole Year. By which 
ed. - every one, . that:'doth not willfully 
»0q hut his Eyes, may clearly fee, and. fully 
. Aunderſtand his whole Duty both to God 
o& and Man. Eſpecially conſidering, that in 
ws Pyayers themſelves alſo there is frequent 
n: Mention made of all thoſe Vices which 
ic: -Qught to be avoided, and of all thoſe Good 
of Works which ought to be performed by us. 
no 4 that we can never come to Church, but 
ye are ſtill put in mind, both of what we 
1s,  Wwght, and what we ought not to do, that we 
ex May be ſaved. | 
o. .£ And then, as there is nothing neceſlary 
h: $0 be {nown, or done, but we are tavghtit ; 
1 &Þ neither is there any thing neceſlary to 
n. be eltajyed to makeus either holy, or happy 
1. + Þut we pray for it in the Common-Prayer. 
13 For here we have the Lord's-Prayer, a Pray- 
er compoſed by Wiſdom it ſelf ; and there- 
i Fore it muſt needs be the moſt perfe& and 
;. Divine Prayer that ever was made. Net- 
; «ther do we uſe it only once, but in every 
._ + diſtin Service of the Church, in our Pray- 
ers, before we read the Holy Scripture : 
An 
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And in our Prayers atter : Towards the «Ja 
of the Litany, and in the beginning of th 


Wu] Communion Service, and in every Off 
| of the Church beſides. And the reaſon 6,2 
4 | becauſe although our Saviour hath not 0; 


bidgen usto uſe any other Prayer, je lt ga 
hath expreſsly commanded us to fay this ga 
| whenfoever we pray. And therefore, in gg 
obedience to his Command, our Churci ga 
'F | hath wiſcly Ordered, that in all, and evc. Gra 


: ; _ 
| ry Solema Adcgrets taat we make to th 
1 1 molt high God, we always fay this Prayer, we! 
* WR 1-£ft otherwiſe, by our tranſgreſſion of his 
: 


Command, in omitting this, we make al 
our other Prayers to ke inc{icQual. And be. ang 
ſides,by the conſtant uſe of this amongſtour gg 
4 otherPrayers,weare always ſure to ule on? hay 
dS Prayer, both abſolutely perfect in its (clf, hl 
F: 2nd molt acceptable unto him, to whoin we 
we pray ; it being a Prayer of his own Com- dy 
polure : So that we ſpcak unto God in his lj 
th 

as 
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own Wards, and ſo may be confident that 
we ass nothing of him, but exactly accor- 
ding to his own Will. 

And although all things neceſſary for us 
be vertually contained in the Lord's Pray- 
er, yet our Church in Conformity to the 
Catholick and Apoſtolical, hath thovght 


good 
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to add ſome other Prayers in which 
ame things are more particularly ex- 
and delired at the hands ot our great 
oft Bountiful Benefactor. All which, 
te contrived, that there is nothing e- 
el -or hurtful for us, but we pray againſt 
1s pgenothing good, or uſeful, but we pray 
” "1 Fo#it. There is no Vice, or Luſt, bur we 
ul g&fe it may be ſubdued under us; no 
c\- Grice of Vertue, but we pray it may be 
tl planted and grow in us. Infomuch, that it 
JT, wedo but conitantly and ſincerely pray 0- 
l15 v@@@1ll thoſe Prayers, and ſtedtaſtly believe 
al truſt in God for his anſwering of them, 
- and ſo obtain what we there pray for, we 
"U eattmnot but be as real and true Saints, as 
N* happy and bleſſed Creatures, as 1t 1s poſſi- 
1, bl for us to be in this World. Neither do 
N wehere pray for our ſelves only, but accor- 
n- ding to the Apoſtles Advice, we make Sup- 
I'S pfieations, Prayer, Interceſſions, and giving of 
At thanks for all Men ; yea, for our ray Enemies, 
- ag our Saviour hath commanded us, Matt. 
55.44. And what can be deſired more than 

S allthis, to make the Matter of the Com- 
- mon-Prayer Edifying cither to our ſelves, 
? @ others 2 Nothing certainly, but truth 


and (incerity of Heart in the uſing of it. 
4 | 
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-Ecannot paſs from this Head, beforels 

have obſerved one thing more unto yo 
concerning the Prayers in general, and thi 
is, that they are not carried on in one conf 
tinued Diſcourſe, but divided into man}Fo 
ſhort Prayers, or Collects, ſuch as that Wot 
which our Lord himſelf Compoſed ; ani9Fan 
that might be one Reaſon, wheretore ovyWpr: 
Church ſo Ordered it, that fo ſhe migh{$: 
follow our Lord's Example in it, who bel 
| KEnew what kind of Prayers were fittelt io 
# ws touſe. And indeed, we cannot but al 
| find, by our own experience, how dift'# 
cult it 1s to keep our Minds long intent 
upon any thing, much more upon ſo gra 
things as the Obje& and Subjects ot oufy 
Prayers are, but do what we can, we art 19 
ſtill liable to diſtractions : So that ther! A 
1s a kind of neceſſity to break off ſome*F tc 
times, to give our ſelves a breathing time, t! 
that our Thoughts being looſened for !Þ 2! 
while, they may with rmore eaſe and lets ſn 
danger of diſtration, be tied up again, 4 !\ 
it 15 neceſſary they thould be all the while 2! 
that we are actually praying to the (u-F 3 
pream Being of the World.  & 
Beſides that, in order to the performing 
dur Devotions axight to the moſt High | 
| (3949, 
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od, it is neceſſary that our Souls be poſ- 
"oe (led all along with due apprehenfions of 
13MHis greatneſs and glory. To which purpoſe 
orfur thort Prayers contribute very much : 
an} or every one of them beginning with ſome 
t Wot th2 Properties or Perteftions of God, 
anFand ſo ſuggelling to our Minds right ap- 
4Sprehenſions of him at firſt, it is eaſy to pre- 
Serve them in our Minds during the ſpace 
pf a ſhort Prayer, which in a long one would 
tbe apt to ſcatter and vaniſh away. 

&F But that which Ilook upon as one of 
|&the principal Reaſons, why our publick De- 
Fvotions are, and ſhould be divided into 


pj 
=> 


rel 


= ſhort Colleas, is this, Our Bleſled Saviour, 
us we know, hath often told us, That what- 
a ivever we askin his Name, we ſhall recerve : 


a8 And fo hath directed us in all our Prayers 
ne\F to make uſe of his Name, and to ask no- 
ne,F thing but upon the account of his Merit 
1 F and PR for us : Upon which, all our 
<> Þ nopes and exp={ations from God do whol- 
v8 iv = Gidy depend. Hence theretore (as 
&F 2 always was fo ) it cannot but be judg'd 
u-W nece{iary, that the Name of Chrift be tre- 

8 quently inicrted in our Prayers, that ſo we 
10Y may litt up our hearts unto him, and Act 
OUr £a:th upon him tar our ob raining tne 
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good things we pray for.. And 1o we ſee it 3 + 


is in the Common-Prayer, for whatſoever it is £2 
we Ask of God, we preſently add Throw| 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, or ſomething to that 
purpoſe. And ſo ask nothing but according 


to our Lord's Dire&ion, even in hs Name. .*Z 


And this is the reaſon that makes our Pray- 
ers ſo ſhort ; for take away the Concluſion 


of every Collect or Prayer, [n the Name i } 
Chriſt, and you may joyn them all together, ©. 


: 


I 
- 


and make them but as one continued Pray-! 


er. But this would be to offer maniteit vio- 


lence to the Prayers, by taking away that 


which gives them all their Force and Ener- 
2y, and ſo making them ineffectual to the 
purpoſes for which they arc uſed. For cer- 


rainly the Asking all things in the Name of, 


Chrilt, as we do in the Common-Prayer, Is 


the only way whereby to obtain what we | 


deſire, and by conſequence, the moſt Ed- 


fying Way of Praying un the World. 

1 he next thing ro. be Conſidered 1n the 
Common-Prayer, 15 the Method, which is ac. 
muireable, and as Edifying, it potlible, a5 tie 
Matter it felt. This none can deny that doth 
but fully underſtand, and feriouſly conli- 


der of ir, Which therefore, that YOU May * 


2 
; 


al 4 - - asf y : { 
2:1 C9, -T thall briefly run thyough the who!: 


1 11 
viiib , 


f 
\ \ 

« 

7 


1 
n 


©” 


- 35 
” oe 
m_ 4 - 


co 
+ 


p_ 
"I" 


50 ———o ey . 
ot I , 


W OO 
= a__> 


"GY 
{ 


» 4 


VIDE” 7; Rs + 8 
A Fo — Lan 
&S wv Py he 


= 


Ga Th 


> «* 


— 0 


"I -- 


= 1. 
8 115 


# 
vy vw | 


F of the Common-Prayer. 3! 
: it $04! give you what light I can into it, that 
Fou may clearly ſee, not only the Realona- 
=Þlencſs, but the Excellency of it all along.For 
Which purpoſe, T thall inſtance only in ſuch 
{ things which offer themſelves at firſtſight,to 


ng. eS at | 

ne Wy one that doth but caſt his Eye upon it. 
; * { © 1G +) fa 9 7 4 J : 

ſe: [ct us taeretore ſuppoſe a Congregation 


bi 0 fobcr, and devout Chriſtians (fuch as WE 

4 N inould be ) met together to perform 
.- © factr Publick Devotions to Almighty God ; 
Every one of which hath lift up his Heart 
9. Privately unto him already, imploring his 
Aid and Atlillance in the Performance of fo 
great a Work, and fo are now all ready to 
\, J=e about it, The fir!t thing we do, 1s to 
- 2rd ſome Sextences of Holy Scripture, that 
0 we may begin our Devotions unto God 
5.32 his own Words. And they are all fach 
#&77t2777e5s as put us in mind of our fins 4- 
. Fg2unlt him, of hisPromiſe to pardon them 
=1t we dorepent : That ſo we may preſent 
$and carry our ſelves with that Reverence 


= 
» 


|: ; | | 
, ana Godly Fear before him, as becometh 

; tioſe who are ſenſtble of their own vilenels 
| $and unworthinels to approach ſo great a 
, .Y #Y- 


> Maje{ly ; And likewiſe, with that Faith and 
,#umble Confidence, which becometh thoſe 
# who telicve, that he, upon our Repentance, 
| : $$. wIll 


> 
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Then follows a grave Exhortation, cor- | 
cerning the End of our preſent Aſſembling, 
which 1s of great uſe, and ought never to be 
omitted. For Men generally are apt toruſh 
into the Preſence of God, without ever con- 
ſidering what they go about. Whereas, this 
Exhortation puts us upon conſidering the 
greatneſs of the Work which we are now 
engaged in, and ſo upon compoſing our 
Thoughts, and preparing ourſelves for the 
due performance of it. 

Our minds being thus brought into a 
right frame and temper for it, we all, both 
Miniſter and People proſtrate our ſelves be- 
fore the moſt High God, Confeſing upon 
our Knees the manifold ſins and wickednels 
that we have committed againſt him. Which 
confeſſion 1s ſo contrived, that all, and every 
Perlon in any Congregation whatſoever, 
may joyn init. Foritruns in general terms. 


© 


lon may, and ought in his own Mind, to 
confeſs,and acknowled ge his own ſins, which 
he knows himſelf to be Fuilty of. As where 
we lay, We have left undone thoſe things which 


- $5 
will pardon our fins, and accept both our 7 
Perſons and Performances, according to je 
the Promiſes which he hath made untous.| * 


And yet fo too, that every particular per- » 


= 


Kage oe I EE” BE ee otro, Hye ee why 


we ought to have done, and we have done thoſe © 
things 
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y Ka "Fhings which we ought not to have done. At the 
1; | Jaying of this, every one ſhould call his own 
on. | Juns to remembrance, what Duties he knows 
wor imſelf to have omitted, and what Vices 


od ' knows himſ--'f to have committed, and 


confeſs them accordingly to God. And when 


” we have thus conteſled our ſins unto God, 
hic WC preſently implore his Mercy in the par- 
jv don of them, and his Grace, that for the 
og future we may forſake them 
_ - And whilſt we are thus upon our Knees, 
:. Humbly conleſſing and bewailing our fins 
ur" before the Lord our God, the Miniſter 
Nands up, and in. the Name of God, de- 
my clares, and pronouncetl to all thoſe who 


i truly repent, ' and unfeignedly believe his 
*Golpcl, The Abſolution and Remiſſion of all 


Po their fins. Which though ſpoken alfo in 
= =gcneral terms, yet cvery particular perſon 
icn *there preſent, ought to apply it to himf=lf, 
" Ao as to be fully perſwaded in his own mind, 
"ct; that if he doth but ſincerely repent, and be- 
I lieve the Goſpel, he is perfedly abfolved. 


*trom all his Sins by God himſelt, according 
-p T0 the Promiſes which he hath made to 
mt Mankind in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


MY 3 Andnow looking upon our ſelves as af- 
T3187; . * 
"me Solved from our fins, upon our Repentance 


C3 and 
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and Faith in Chriſt, and by conſequence 
as reconciled to God, we take ths boldneli} 
to call him Father, humbly addreiling our 


ſelves to him in that Divine Form of Prayul 
which he himſelf hath given us, V/huc!| 
done, we liſtup our Hearts and Voices un: 
to God, for his affillance of us in what w: 
do, in the words of David, the Minitter cry- 
1ng out, O Lord, open thou our Lips, and thi 
People anſwering, And our Mouths (hall ſte 
forth thy praiſe. The Miniſter again, 0 6: 

make ſpeed to ſave us, the people, O Lo 

make haſte to help us. And then immcdiate|; 
we all liſt up our Bodies too, fiand upo! 
our ect, and fo put our ſelves into a ps 
ſure of praiſing and magnifying the Ercr 


nz! God, Father, Son, and Holy Gho?, ta 


nis infinite goodneſs and mercy towards us 
tor winch purpoſe the Miniſter fir! faith « 
!1ngs the Gloria Patri, Glory be to the Father, 
ard to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt - and tlit 
People r | 
— m tre 3egmning, 15 now, and ever ſhall tt 
world without end Amen, But not thinkir: 
ts to be enough, the Miniſter calls upot 
11e Peop 
| and the People again, The Lord's Name | 
Praifed ; and then we 70 Cn to praiſe hit 


0Jhew their conſent, Anſwer, 47 


- 
- 

: 

7 


b= _ . ” x. = * {© [4 , ſv 
cope again, fiying, Praiſe ye the Lore. 
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ether, ſaying, - or ſinging the Ninety 
1:0 Plalm, Fenite exultemus Domino, O come 
pt us ſing unto the Lord, let us heartily rejoyce 
ty the ſtrength of our ſalvation, &c. And fo 
rocccd to the Pſalms appointed for the 


11 Bay. Alter every one of which, to teſtify 


'S Ul 
Tt We 
* CrV- 
1 the 
{ ſte 
) 6G: 
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Our Belicf in the moſt Sacred Trinity, and 
ur acknowledgment of that infinite Love 
#and Goodneſs, which cvery one of thoſe 
Divine perſons hath manifeſted to us, we 
"repeat that incomparable Hymn, G!ory be to 
ghe Father, &c. 

» Our Hearts being thus raiſed up to God 
$in praiſing and adiniring of him, we are 
Anow 1n a tit temper and diſpoſition to hear 
*what he thall ſpeak unto us. And therefore, 
*have a Chapter read out of the Old Teftamenrt 


' Wand that in its ordinary courſe, except up- 


on Sundays and Haly-days, when more : 
*people attending the Publick Worſhip ot 


| —_ than can conveniently come upon 0- 
:#ther days, we read {ome ſele& Chapter pro- 
*Wper for theday, and ſuch as is judged molt 


©ediſying to all that are there preſent. And 
4 having thus heard God ſpeaking unto us in 
# his Holy Word, we preſently fall! upon prai- 
ſing of him again, for ſo unſpzakable a mer- 


" 
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e(* ® cy, laying, or ſinging in the morning, the 
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Te Deum, one of the moſt Heavenly and 
Seraphick Hymns that was ever Compoſed 


7 & 
- 


L 
9, 
: 


_. 


7” 
| 


by men : Or elſe, the Song of the Three Chil. oy 


ren, Which is nothing but a Paraphraſe up- 
on that which David ſang ſo ojten upon 
Earth, and which the Holy Angels {ing 
continually in Heaven, even Hallelujah, 
Praiſe ye the Lord. Wherein we being all 


ſenſible how far ſhort we our ſelves come of 


praiſing God ſufficiently, we call upon all 
the Creatures in the World to do it, #eſſye 
the Lord, praiſe him and magnify him ſor ever 
In the Afternoon, we ſing either the /lag- 
nificat, or elſe the Ninety Eighth Pſam, both 
which being taken out of God's own Word, 
cannot but be very pleaſing and acceptable 
unto him. 
| Aſter this, our Souls being got upon the 
Wing again, and ſoaring alotrt in the Con- 
31 templation of the Divine Perfections, we 
are now rightly qualified, to hear and re- 
ceive the Sublime myſteries of the Goſpel. 
And therefore have a Chapter read to us 
out of the New Teſtament. After which we 
being revived with the good Tidings of the 
Goſpel, and filled with admiration at the 
infinite Goodneſs of God therein Revealcd 
to us, we break forth again intoPraiſing and 


Adcrirs 8 


Seb 
| = 
We 
the 
Af 
He 
wl 
co 
? 


th 
to 


FO” S-S-6-a—-K-" 


EET, 1 ITS 


* 


os by * "4, Ha. a 2 d * - * 
#7 + * &Y het 1 £ df of ETC % 3 4 os - « i ” > *$ 
"13. 0b & 1 Re % > : "og *+* f x Y "© #* go” x w% . 
IO ORG AT ISFS bore Bd os SN OE 
Ms . K- ; 4.8 þ J * % Ln th > 2048 wh 
wo 2 Ort PE kh Pe! Fl A +" CS. af y Ro 5. x) \ +4 
4 E . « , - Wh." « 
" A hy : *. 


* 45 PR '#, Fs 


F of the Common- Prayer. 37 
and foring of him, in the Song of Zacharias, 
ofed Flſe the Hundredth Pſalm in the Mor- 
Ulil- ihe ; and at Evening, either the Sixty 
> up- {Seventh Pſalm, or elſe the Song of Old 
pon | $Weor, ſtill concluding with Glorza Patrt. 
ling ' Now having thus heard ſome part of the 
jah, Word of God read to us, and expreſſed our 
; all thankfulneſs unto him for it, to {ignifie our 
e of Aﬀent, not only to what we have heard, but 
| all t&the whole Scripture, we all with one 
ye Heart and Voice repeat the Apoſtles Creed, 
ver, "Wherein the Sum and Subſtance of it is 
ſag- contained. And fo protels our ſelves to 
oth -E@ntinue in the Number of Chriſt's Diſci- 
rd, \pt&s, and that as we were at firſt Baptized, 
ble $6 we ſtill believe in the Name of the Fa- 

ther, Son, and Holy Ghoit, God Bleſied 
the for ever more. 

»n- 3} Hitherto we have been moſtly taken up 
we | With Conteiling our Sins to God, implo- 
re- ging his Mercy in the Pardon of them, hear- 
el. Ing of his moiſt Holy Word, acknowledg- 
us Ing his Goodneſs to us, and praiſing and 
ve Magnifying his Name for it. By which 
he means, except we have been extreamly 
he Wanting to our fclves, our Hearts cannot 
d Kit be {0 united and tixed upon God, that 
d Wc arc now rightlv diſpoſed tomake known 

| Cur 
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our Wants, and preſent our Petitions befor: 
him. This therefore is the next thing v3 
{et upon : But ſeeing that neither Miniſter 
nor People can poſſibly do it aright, with} 
out the Aſſiſtance of God himfelt, therefor! 
each of them firſt pray for his ſpecial Pre! # 
ſence with the otaer. The one ſaying, 7h 
Lord be with you, the other, And with th 
Spirit, And then immediately falling dou: 7 
upon our Knees, we Adore and Supplicat »$ 
each Perſon of the moſt Bleſſed Trinity ty 
have mercy upon us, Lord have mercy up» 
us, Chriſt have mercy upon us, Lord have mn' % 
cy upon us, After which we Addreſs ou 
ſelves to God in the Words that he hath pu? 
into our Mouth, ſaying the Lord's Prayer 
which ended, the Miniſter and People, b 
turns, lift up their Hearts to God in ſom: ? 
ſnort and Heavenly Ejaculations, ſtrivin: Þ 
as it were to outvy each other in prevailin; 
with the Almighty to pour down his Blel 
fings upon us. And then, in an humbls 

and ſolemn manner, we joyn together in 
ſupplicating his Divine Majeſty for h! 4 
Grace and Favour, his Defence und Pro- Cy 
tection, his Mercy and Bleſſing, tor out 
ſelves, tor the King, for the Royal Family, # 
zor 21s Church, and for all Mankind. Fo bs 
Ff thu” 
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us we do ordinarily in the Collets ap- 
inted for taat purpoſe. But upon Wer- 
days and Fridays (upon which days the 


befor: 
Ng wal 
Ng wal 
niſter3 

with: 4 


refor! rimitive Church uled to perform morc 
Pre! Man their ordinary Devotions) as alfo up 
\ 7» &@n the Lord's Day in the Morning, we do 
+ th in the Litany, and in fuch a Litany as 
lour &omprehends all, and every thing that we 


licat $$4n ever need to defire of Almighty God, 
ty tiaf@ither for our ſelves or others. 

$85 After this, upon Sundays and Holy-days. 
me Wwe proceed to the Communion Service : And 
heretore approaching to the Lord's Table, 


ou 
1 pre begin it with his own Prayer. And at- 
yer Fer another thort Prayer to God to cleanſe 
" he Thoughts of our Hearts, by the Inſpi- 


" Won oi his Holy Spirit, we read the 7ex 

Commandments, which he hath enjoyned us 
o obſerve ; and after every Commandment 
wwe ask God Mercy tor our Tranſgreflions 
hereof, for the time paſt, and Grace to 
ccep the fame for the time to come ; fay- 
hi $2308) Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our 
Yo a dearts to keep this Law. And then, afre 
ou; 48 Prayer for the King, and the Collett for the 
iſ} Way, weread the Epiſtle and Goſpe!, tar is, 
\n; Fgnoſt commonly, a thort Paragrapli talc 
govt of the Canon:cal Epilites, and auvther 
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" out of one of the Holy Goſpels, which wah” 
the Ancient Way of Reading the Scripturi” 
before it was divided into Chapters. Anu 
wedo it now to prepare us the better 6/9" 
the Communion of the Body and Blood oF 
Chriſt, therein revealed to us. But ſeein; 
we neither do, nor can read over th: 
whole, we repeat the ſubſtance of it in th 
Nicene Creed, which 1t is very neceſſary vi W 
ſhould do at this time, that ſo we may d: 
monſtrate our ſelves to be Chriſtians, an: 
ſo capable of receiving the moſt Hol! G 
Communion. 

He that all this while hath employ 
himſelf as he ought to do in the Service 0. 
our Church, cannot but find himſ& 
ſtrangely edified by it. Yet howſoever, thi! 
nothing may be wanting that may any wa! 
conduce to our Fdification, after the Nicei, 
Creed, our Church hath appointed a Ser 
mon to be Preached, which if ſound, plain, 
and practical, as it ought to be; cannd' 
but be very Editying, too. 

And now we may be well ſuppoſed to b! 
ſo tar Edified, as to be raifed up to tht? 
higheſt pitch of Devotion that we can ar. 
rive at in this World, and fo are fit to bt 
admitted to the higheſt Ordinance of th!\F 
Churci,3 


_—y 


l 
: 
l 
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Burch, the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
r. And therefore we now betake our 
gives to it. But that we may not appear 
r Þ defore our Lord Empty, we firſt offer up 
4 pfamerhing to him of what he hath beſtow- 
ein P91 us, to be diſpoſed of to Pious and 
th Mar! table uſes ; teſtifying thereby our ac- 
th pwledgment of his Goodneſs to us, and 
- 1; at we have nothing but what we receive 
. 1, Wm him. And to excite and encourage 
08 to do Lis, all the while that we are 
Jo: © ering, we have ſome lelect Sentences of 

Seripture Read to us, wherein God either 
pmmands us to be Charitable, or elſe 


. 
R 


= Ws 


Wee Tl 
? Womiſeth a Blefling 'to thoſe that are 10. 

A d then we Prav for Chriſt's whole Church 
acl $90 then we Pray for Chriſt s whole Churc 
the: Wit ant here on Earth, whereby we profeſs 


1; ONr ſelves to be real Members of it, and 
> I&frous to hold Communion - with it in 


ghriflt's Myſtical Body and Blood. And fo 


Ser: $ A ; 
in WE proceed to the Celebration of it; in 
in Wc the Hethod 1s fo clear, fo apparent- 


Edifying, that I need not fay any thing 

of Of it. But 1hall only obſerve two things in 
General CONCerninsg it, 

'& Firſt, That the Sacrament of the Lord's 


ar- 
3 be W'PPe.> being the higheſt Myitlcry . in all 
th, Wor Religion, as Repreſenting the l)cath of 


the 


42 The Excellency and Uſefulneſs | 
the Son -of God to us, hence, that pla 
where this Sacrament is Adminiſtred, wa 
always made and reputec| the higheſt I 

in the Church. And theretore alto, 
was wont to be ſeparated from the relt cy 
the Church by a Skreen of Net-work, 158 
Latin Cancelli, and that fo gencrally, tl | 
from thence the Place its 1cit is called tl: 
Chance!. That this was Anciently obſcrv«h 
in the Building of all con{idera! le Churcii'8 
(for 1 ſpeak not of private Oratories « i) 


\ 


Cha ppcls ) wit nn TRY Ce! 1tor1 es alter tis 
Avoltles tzemſelves, even in the days d 
Corftantine the Great, as well as in ail i; 


finee, | could altly Demonſtrate from ti 
Records of thoſe times. But havins 


polcly waved Antiquity hitherto, 
loatit to- trouble you with it now, 
mention it at n P! relent, 
periaps may 1 
OV ved 11 our C 11: 
cr Iil Our ws urch, rat! Icr t.2 13 301 
tie other 'S z urone whicl! } h1 Ve YOON 1 Jatt 
} my | 
h omiz in t! is City. VWhercast: 


rathcr wonder why it was not obſerved 
« \ bo nes 4 wy _ - F I 
s}l otaer as well as this. _ For beſides, 0! 


ns ons to conform 25 much as many 
me +27 | 


ne Practice of the Univerſal Churc'g 
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of the Common-Prayer. 
gs relating to the Worſhip of God ; 
pnot be eafily imagin'd that the Cattio- 
&k Church in all Ages, and Places for x3 
1400 years together, ſhould obſerve 
þ : h a Cuſtom as this, except there were 
T great Reaſons for it. 

| the! bir they were, it is not neceſſary for 
Z Ws to enquire now. It may be ſufficient to 
Werve at preſent, that the Chancel in-our 
Ehriſtian Churches, was always looked 
Upon as anſwering to the Holy of Holies 
3 ; the Temple, w vhich, you know, was ſe- 
ated from the Sand ary or Body of the 
'*4F&mple, by the Command of God him{e!!. 
hd that this place being-appropriated to 
® Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, it 
Wwoht to be ſo contrived, as may be moſt 
£ nv enient for thoſe who are to partake ol 
Wat Bleſſ»d Ordinance. But it muſt needs 
e more convenient for thoſe who are to 
pjoy Communion with Chriſt, and in him 
With one another, in this holy Sacrament 
©- meet together, as one Body, in one place 
Rarongr for that purpoſe, then to be di. 
-perſed, as otherwiſe they wonld be ; fomc 
"Þ one, and ſome in another part of the 
'N hurch. Or in ſhort, it is much, better jor 
he Place to be ſeparate, thao the People. 
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Furthermore, It is not only convenies 
but in ſome ſenſe neceſſary, for every Coulil 
municant to obſerve and take ſpecial ot 
tice of the ſeveral Circumſtances, wha 
our Lord hath ordained to be uſed in this) Wb 
crament, as the Breaking of the Bread, 
the Conſecrating both that and theWinezzl8 
repreſent his Death, the breaking of wes. v. 
dy, and the thedding of his Blood for of 
Sins ; that fo our Hearts may be the mod! 
affeted with it, and by Conſequence «We 
Souls more edified by it. But this cann'%8 
be ſo well done, except there be a Ply 
ſet apart for it, where they may all be nl S - 
ced, about or near to the Communion-T:\\ 
ble, and fo behold what is there don: 2M 
the Conſecration of the Elements. Herd® 
alſo it is, that the Seats there, are and ovg' 
to be fo ordered, that all that are in thy 
may ſtill look that way, and contempli\i 
upon their Bleſſed Saviour, there evident; MW 
ſet forth as Crucificd for them. 3 

Theother thing that I would obſerve ul 
to you concerning the Holy Communic! 
is this, that our Church requircth, or © 
leaſt ſuppoſeth it to be Adminiſtred ever, 
Lord's-day, and every Holy-day throug| 1 
Out the Year, as it was in the Primi 

- Churce 
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hurch. For that is the Reaſon that the 
Coo mmunion Service is appointed to be u- 
| ot i1pon all tuch Days, and to be read at 
rhe Communion-Table, that fo the Mini- 
is} Wr may be there ready to Adminiſter it 
| 14M all that defire- to- partake of it. Which 
nc evws/ the'great Care that our Church hath 
5}4@-all her-Members, that they might be e- 
1 fied and confirmed inthe Faith. To which 
mWthing' contrivutes more than  trequent 
: (Gommunion at our Lords Table. Which if 
10;SDeoplc could once be perſwaded to, they 
Pl;awould toon find greater Benefit by it, than 
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ri! can expreſs, or;they themſely es, till then 
1-1; Magioe; - 1 ſhall fay no more of it at pres 
1: 2Wnt, but only this, That I am ſo ſenſible of 
(coo What] now ſay, that could I be fure to have 
v0 WW tuthcient Number. of Communicants, I 
1+ Mould be:heartily glad to Adminiſter the 
plat foly Sacrament every Lords Day, both for 


nt; Weir Sakes, and my own too. 

$ Tus I have given you a ſhort Scheme 
cut that excellent Method v = ein our Di- 
ne Scrvice 1s performed ; Which whoſo- 
Wer ngity confiders, will prox: 10 othet 
rgument to COnVAnce him, that it 1s ac 
rding to the Apo (LIC ; Rule, very Edity- 
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1n it, is the Manner of its Performance, 
by whichT mean only the ſcveral Poſturs 
0: the Body, as ſtanding, and knceling 
Which are uſed in it ; for they alſo are done 
to Edifying. 

While we fay or fing' the Hymns and” 
Pfalms ro-the Praiſe and Glory of God, w: 
fland up, not only to ſignifie, but to excit: 
the Elevation of our Minds at that time 
For, as on the One Hand, it Our Souls þ: 
really lift up in the Praiſes of God, Ou 
Bodies will naturally lift up themſelves, t 
accompany them as far as they can toward: 
Heaven ; "$8 the other Hand, the raifing 
up of our Bodies helps towards the raiſins 
up of our Souls too, by putting us in Min! | ve! 
of tnat high and heavenly Work we ar: dv 
now about; wherein according to ou! c 
weak Capacities, we joyn with the Quir; hc 
of Heaven in praiſing God now, as we hopt . 
to do it for evermore. For this Caule allo 
we fland at' the Creeds, for they bein! 
Conleffions of our Faith in God, as ſuc! 
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8d: that, by our ſtanding at the Creeds 
rs Wd Goſpels, we ſignifie our aſſent unto 
ng, Wem, and our readineſs to detent! them, ra 
one; the utmoſt of our Power againſt all Oppo- 
fition whatfoever. And x5 tor the Goſpels 
an” Farticularly, they contain the very Acts 
w. Which our Lord did, and the very Words 
itt Which - he fpake when he was upon the 
ne, Barth; and rhercfore we who profeſs him to 
; b: & our Lord and Maſter, cannot ſurely bur 
» fland up, when we hear him ſpeaking, and 
Jt fiften diligently to thoſe gractous Words 
r&, Which proceeded out of his Divine Mouth. 
ing 2 And as when we praite God, we raiſe up 
ins a: {elves as high as we can towards Hea- 
| en, ſo when we Pray unto him, we fall 
ar: down as low as we can rowards the Farrh, 
out - daring to preſent our Supplications to 
1 Me abſolute Monarch of the whole World, 
or: any other ways than vpon our Knees. Which 
lo $ 10 proper, fo natural a Poſture for Sup- 
in; Wicantcs, ritat if all Men would but duly 
c>, @antider what rhey do-when they pray to 
of Almighry God, the Church need: never 
our ave commanded them to kneel at-rhat 
but Fme. For they could not chute but do it: 
t0 Mo, not although the Place where they are 
be- Would ſeem never ſo inconvenient tor it. 
4588 D For 
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For we find our blefled Saviour lumſclf 
kneeling at his Prayer in the Garden, upon 
the bare Ground, Luke 2.2. 41. and St. Paul 
upon the Sea-ſhore, where he could have 
no other Cuſhion but Stones or Sand ; Att; 


21. 5. Howſocver, to take off all thoſe lit- ,, 


tle Excuſes that Men are apt to make for 
themſelves in this Caſe, the Seats 1n this 
Church are ſo diſpoſed, and all things © 
prepar'd in them, that there can be no In- 
convenience at all in it, but rather all the 
Conveniences for Kneeling that can be de- 
ſired. And therefore if any of you thall ye 
neglect to kneel, while the Prayers are reac, 
they will give us too much cauſe to cal! 
our Religion into Queſtion, or to ſuſpect 
they have none at all; For if they had, tlie) 
durſt not, they could not offer ſuch a m- 


niteſt Aﬀront to the great Creator ol the, 


World, as to carry themſelves no other- 
wiſe. while they pray to him, than as || 


they were ccnverſing with their !cllv | | 


Creatures. But why do 1 ſpeak ol thei 


Praying unto God? It is too much to be » 


teared they do not pray at all, nor coun: 
. to Church for any bctter Purpoſe than on- 


ly to ſee and be cen, 1 am ſure they per-" 


form no ACt of External Worthip of Ado- 
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$:tion unto God, nor thew him that Re- 


4 Þ=4 and Reverence which 1s due unto him; 
. \Bnd fo give very great Offence to all pious 
, and devout Chrittians. 


{ Whereas if all and every Perſon in the 
- Congregation, w ould always be upon their 
* Knees, while they put up their Petitions to 
the moſt high Go d, what a mighty Ad- 
vantage would this be, not only to every 
one in particular, but to the whole Con- 
gregation in General? For as every one 
” would by this means keep his Heart more 
, ſtedfaſt in the true Fear and Dread of God, 
' Zandlikewiſe more certainly obtain the good 
*thinzs he prays for, as the Fathers fre- 
quently aſſert : ſo the w hole Congregation 
*alſo, would be very much edified by it. For 
"by this means We ſhould excite and in- 
*fame each others Devoti 91s, confirm and 
ſtrengthen one anothers Fa aith, and convince 

© both our ſelves and all that ſee us, that Re- 
| | ligion is indeed 2 {erious thing ; and that 
' 2 we believe it to be ſo, by our ſerving God 
bo Fvich ſo much Reverence and Godly Fear, 
* as this humble Poſture reprefenteth. And 

3 therefore as you tender the Love of God, 
1: the Credit of RK eligion, or the Salvation of 
# your own Souls, 1 beſeech you all in the 
D Name 
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Name of him that made you, that whenſo. 8 
ever you come hither to pray unto him, & 
you do it in that awtul, lowly, and ſolemn * 
manner which our Church commandeth,& . © 
as becameth Creatures, when you ſpeak to _ 
your Great and Aimighty Creator ; that ſo” % oy 
you may give true Wor{hip and Honour un- -£ 
to him, and alſo receive that Benefit and E- ©: 
dification to your ſelves, which he hath pro- "7 
miſed, and you expe from your publick 7_ 
Prayers. This being certainly the molt edi- 
fying poſture that you can poſſibly uſe up- = 
on ſuch Qecaſions. E 


From what we have hitherto difcourſed '# - 
eoncerning the Language, the Matter, the df 
Methad, and the Manner of periorming Ct 
Divine Service, as contained and preſcribed "3, 
In tie Boak of Common-Prayer, we mv po- _ 
ſitively conclude, that it agrees exactly | &: 


with the Rule in my Text, even that, 4/ So 
#hjngs in it are done to Edjfying : Which was |, J,1 
the thing I undertook to prove. I know | 
that many othe: Arguments might be Kn 
hrought to ſhew the Excellency and Uſeful- 

neſs oi the Common-Prayer. But theſe al- 
ready produced are fifficient to convince 
any Sober and Conſidering Chriſtian of it. * 
And if there be any here preſent who are ©; 
| or yet convinced by what they have heard 


oy 
v1 


" Th £4.94 


of the Common-Prayer. Fx 
of it, Ideſire only one thing of them, and 
that is, That they would bur make 1rial of 
| tor a while. For my Charity prompts me 
, to believe, that all the Zeal that ſome cx- 
\ preſs againlt the Common-Prayer, and all 
, Eat Inditierency that is in others for it, pro- 
geeds only trom their Ignorance ol what 
Ft is, or at leaſt from their want of an expe- 
' © Fimental Knowledge of it. For let any man 
at ſeriouſly minds the Worlhip ot- God 
and the Salvation of his Soul, before al 
things elſe, let ſuch a one, I fay, ſet bimfelt 

in good earnelt to uſe the Common-Prayer 

| a5 he ought to do {or ſome conſiderable time 
and Ido not doubt but that by the Bleſſing 
dt God, he will tind that Benefit and Edii- 
Zeation by it, that his own Experience ſhall 
convince him of all that I have now faid, 
more than all the Arguments that I have, 
%r any man in the World canever. produce 
#0 him. Some may think thus to be a Para- 
fox: But I do not queſtion but that many 
there preſent can atteſt jt upon their own 
Knowledge: Having tound themielves more 
confirmed in their Faith, more ſettled in 
&heir Religion,more humbled for their Sins, 
Smore ſupported under their Troubles, more 
_FenJamed with Love to God and Defirss 0! 
eaven, every way more Edifieg by the 
D 4 £0n- 
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conſtant uſe of the Common-Prayer, thar 

' they could ever have believed it poſlible tr 
have been, except they had found it to hat 
been ſo by their own Experience. 

Now theſe things being thus briefly con- 
ſidered, I ſhall obſerve only two things tron, 
them. .The firſt is the extraordinary Fru.: 
dence as well as Piety of our firſt Retormea;, wy 
who firſt compiled the Book of Commen. tyno\ 
Prayer,ſo exactly conformable to the or! mg « 
of God and that Apoſtolical Canon in my and 
Text *: which I cannot. but aſcribe to th: pni: 
{ame extraordinary aid and afliſtance from Ni 
God, whereby they were aſterwards cn" fglc 
bled to ſuffer perſecution, yea Martyrcom Yor: 
it ſelf for his Sake, and fo to confirm whit wha 
they have done with their ownBlood.whic) EF t: 
certainly is no ſmall] Commendation ot it. - Jet: 

The other thing 1 would obſerve unts, Wo 
You, is the Reaſon why the Devil hath had 
{uch. a ſpight againſt the Common-Praycr, 
ever ſince it was firſt made. For the more! 
editying it is to-God's-People, the more Cc- 
{truce it. muſt needs be of the evils 
Kingdom. And:therefore it is no wot 

thar he-hatirall alongemployed theurmo!tt Po! 
of his Power and Polizy to bjalt its Reputa- Pa 
tion, and{vtodiſcourage and diduwade mon 1 
irom tac.ufe of it: And by the p2:miiion 
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E.God for the Puni!! Tims :nt of this ungrate- 
Nation, he tath {© la r prev ailed in his 
deſign, that the Litu roy | ath been twice 
Wt our of the Church {nce it was firſt 
- bgought into it, ONCC in TNC REIN of Queen 
1, Mary, and tic n agiinin the Days of King 
-\ Gharles the Firſt. 
Jn the Reign ot Queen Mary, you all 
- know, who were his i{nitruments in the do- 
of it, even the apiits. For they clearly 
and truly torcla; } TN t their Erroneous Q- 
pinions could nev cr bebclicy cd, nor Our: 
|» Kitious Pratices oble rved in the'N ſation, 
long as the Common- Pray er was uſed. 
| Bbraſmuch as there is nothin: 7 1n that but 
| What is ſound and agreeable to theDodrine 
l} -of ti Golpel,and {0 cc ontrary to the ground- 
is Opinions witch the Church of Rome 
- ould eras upon the Vorld lor Ar- 
cles of Faith. Ani bat :dcs that, there are 
many Expretlions purpolc ly inſerted in 1t. 
Þ arin us againit the Pope's Supremacy, In- 
ulocnces, Invocatic "0 05 Saints, Tranſub- 
antiggion, and other Popith Errors ; fo 
at fi would have been impoſlible for the 
KRomiih Keligion to be ever reſtored in the 
"I Tation, unlets the Common-Prayer was |:rit 
Enmoved. Which therefore they took care 
ha7e done as foon as polſible. -But with. 
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in a few Years a{ter, even the firſt of Queen? P 
Elizabeth, it was brought in again. And 4, 
the Reformation was begun betore, ſo from 
that time forward it was carried on and yer-? 5 
{eted chiefly by the means of Common.! , 
Prayer. For it 1s very obſervable, that in thes 
Reign of King Edward the Sixth, and for fe 
veral Years too of Queen Elizabeth, ther: 
was little or no Preaching in moſt Parts 0 
the Kingdom, and ſew then could read Eng. 
liſh, ra, yet by the conſtant and genera 
uſe of the Liturgy, and Goa's Bleſling upon; 
it, the whole Nation was {9 edified in the? 
True Religion, that there was ſcarce one 
ina hundred but forſook and abhorred all, 
Popith Doctrines and Superſtitions : Whicl *g 
15 an undeniable Argument, that in this % 
Reſpect alſo it is as edifying, as it is poſſible 
for a thing of that Nature to be. Inſomuchy i. 
thatſo long as the Common-Prayer is uſec 
and frequented as it ovght to be, it is mo- 
rally impotlible for Popery to get any* 
Ground amongſt us. But if this Bulwark was 
once remoyed ( which God forbid ), our 
grand Adverſary would ſoon accompliſh his '; 
malicious deſigns upon us,one way or other. 
_ Eris he knows well enough ; and theye- 
jore hath left no Stone unturned to effet -: 
it, But whathe had done before-by the Pa-Y 
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ts, he afterwards brought about again by 
Ber means in the Reign of King Charles 
the Firſt, For by what kind of Spirit the 
71 mmon- Prayer was then caſt our you all 
now, and ſome of you found by w oful ex- 
rience. All that 1 ſhall ay of it, is only 
is, that the ſame Spirit that then ſtir'd 
People ſo violently againſt the Common- 
ayer, ſtir'd them up at the ſame time to 
ebel againſt their King,to take away Men's 
" "Eſtates and Lives contrary to all Law and 
Juſtice; and art [alt ro murther one of the 
"MWolt pious Princes that ever lived. And 
* Whether that was the Spirit of Chriſt or 
Intechriſt, God or the Devil, judge you.Be 
Fore the conſe quents of its being laid. aſide 
ﬀ that time were very fad. For people be 
g deprived of that whereby they ſhould 
'H have been edified, were immediately toſſed 
and fro with every Wind of DoQtrine, 
| Yntil at length many of them fell into the 
oft pernicious and damnable Herefies that 
Were ever heard of in the Church. Yea to 
Fethcr with the Liturgy, they laid aſide all 
lb ulinCion betwixt facred tt common 
Wings ; by w hich mc 2ans the whole Nation 
Fas in danger of being over-ſpread with 
Frofancfs and Irreligion. 
X ut bleiled be the Name ofthe moſt high 
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God for it, he was once more pleated ty 4 
appear for us, and in a miraculous manne 
to. reſtore our Common-Prayer to hi? 
Church, together with our Gracious Sove 
raign to.his Kingdoms. But what ſhall w 
render to the Lord for ſo great a Bleſling a” 
this is 2 All that he expects, or we can gin: | 
himfor it, is only to make the belt uſe ot 1 
that we.can. This therefore is that which! ; 
now pray and beſeech you all for the {u'% 
ture to do. . Do not think it enough to b!? 
tor the Comman-Prayer, and to com: 1 
now and then to hear it. This you may dy. 
as many do, and yet receive no more Bent" 4 
fit by 1t.; than as if there were none at 4.8 
tobe received. Which therefore can by na 
means be imputed to the Common-Praye,% 
its ſelf, but to the Negligence of thoſe tha | 
vie it. Neither muſt you think it enough thr 
talk high for ir, or to Rail at thoſe wi" 
are not ſo happy as to be rightly informei, F* 
about it. But rather take all Opportunitis/J® 
to inform them, and by all means poll;b!'4 
to convince them of the Excellency an, 
Ulctulneſs of it. Which you can never 90. $t 
ſo effettually, as by your out-ſtrippin g, 2%, he 
exceeding them in Vertueand Gagd Works 'Þ: 
For this 15, an ever will be a plain Demo?- oF 
{tration that the Common-Prayet is indee!8 
far 
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d 2 W more cditying, than thoſe new Modes 
nn MF Religion, which they are fo unhappy 
hi KWeuced into. That therefore you may do 
ove. is, and fo both experience in your ſelves, 
| -/ (ad demonſtrate unto others, the Truth and 
g 2 FErtainty of what >you have now heard, 
ojr; ;EgncerningtheCommon-Prayer,l defire you 
1 i; @Þ obſerve theſe tewRules in the uling of it. 
| FFirſt, Come not to our Publick Prayers only 
{Wt of Cuſtom, or for Faſhion ſake, as the man- 
v Mer of ſome is, but out of a ſincere Obedience to 
0: God's Commands, and with a ſure Truſt and 
2M: Gonfidence in his Promiſes for his Bleſſing upon 
dy, What you do. For wt.ich end it will be very good 
-n:"Þ you go to Church, to bethink your ſelves whi- 
t all her you are going, and what you ars to do ther? 
n; Wat fo laying aſide alt other Buſineſs, you may put 
ver your __ into a right Temper for ſo great a 
, | Work. 
1 F Scconely, Frequent our publick Prayers 25 of - 
11 Wn as you can, 1 he ofcner you are at them, the 
00 Wetter you will like them, and the more edified 


1c Fou will be by them. And therefore donot fatisty 
ol our ſelves with hearing them once-a Wee k, In 
bj Wis City, as allo in many other places of the 
on F&0gdom, eſpecially where there ace Cathedrals, 


dr Collegiate Churches, you may crijy the bene- 


cr Dt of them publickly every day, and fo keep your 
nd, earts continually in an holy and heavenly frame 
ks. Þad always live as becometh Chriſtians : And if 
0-2 ou neglect ſuch Opportuaitics as are now p4t 
ay. 1329 
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into your Hands, you will one Day wiſh you hut # 
not; bat then Wiſhing will do no good. | 

_ Thirely, If pofſible, come always at the begin® 
nirg of Divine Service. Otherwiſe you will c:*® 
tainly miſs-of ſomething that would have beene. 
Citying tO you, and perhaps of that, which at ths 
time might have done you more good than all th;* Þ 
ret, Neither will you lote the Benefit only of pr 
of it, but in ſome meaſure of the whole too. al 
tne parts of it bcing linked together in ſo excel\% 
lent a manner 8nd method, that they influence &| 3 
zfliſt each orher.So thatnothing can be vmitrede/ | 
ther by the Miniſter or People,but the whole wig 
ivffer by it, and loſe ſomething of that Vertu;®! 
& Eflicacy,which otherwiſe: you would find in i. 

Fourthly, Al the while that you are in God" 
Houſe, carry your ſelf as in his ſpecial preſence, 44 
and iuitably to. the Work you are about z ſtand: 
ing while you praiſe God, and kneeling when 

you pray unto him, 2s 9ur Church hath direQ:4 8 
you. For tho* theſes may ſeem but lirile things in ; 
tazmlel7es, yer-they are of great Conſequence, i 
both to- our worſhipping ofGodaright,and ro our 

»2ingedified by what wedo,zs1 have ſhew?d before. \M' 

Laſtly, Take ſpecial care a}l along to keep your 1 

Minds intent upon the Matter in hand, When | 

you confeſs your Sinsta God, doit with an hear- 8! 
iy and ſincere Repentarce for all the Errors of - 

your Life paſt; Whenthe Abſolution is pronoun- |! 
£e0, TECEIVE It With a firm and ſteadfaſt Faith in 

Larilt o8r Saviour, When you repeat or ſing the 

?3y rn 7$ Ant Ptalir's, Y2 te wp your Snirt's 258 [12h 
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ou hf 2 you can to joyn with thoſe above in prailing 
4d magnifying the Eternal God Whenthe Word 

begin God 3s read, hearken diligently unto ir, and 
ll ce:@onſider ſeriouſly what be that made you ſaith to 
cene.# YÞu, and requireth of you, and reſolve by his Ele, 
t thy4 Weg to believe and live accordingly, [And all the 
11 4;* While that you are upon your Knees, putting up 
- Your Petitions to the moſt high God, let your 
bole Souls be employed in ic, earneſtly defiring 

ze good things you pray for at his Gracious 

ancs, and humbly confiding on his faichful Pros 

ifes for the granting of them. By this means you 

il &i1! perform reaſonable Service unto God, and by 
;ZEonſequence that which will be very acceptable 
into him, and as profitable and edifying to your 
Selves, Whereas they that do not oblerve this 
> Rule, cannot be properly ſaid to Pray, or Serve 
od at all. And therefore it is no Wonder that 

ey come to Church, and hear the Common-Pray- 
read, and yetare no way cdified by it. Indeed 

2X is impoſſible that they ſhould. For as much as 
0e YW1] the Benefit and Edification that we can pol; 
jr ly receive from any of our Devotions, depends 
+ 4 WFery much upon the due Intention of our Minds 
| In the performance of them. To which, zs | have 


} 
nN 


n {Þhewn, both a Forr: of Prayer in general,and ours 

. {Jn particular, is a very great help. 

: 3 Do bur obſerve thetic plain and neceſſiry Rules 
=gn uſing of the Common-Prayer ( withou: whici; 
ou cannot be truly ſaid to uſe, bur rather £9 a« 

uſe it ) and you will ſoon find what I have fail 


it to be true. even that .tt#thing! in it at 
bout it to bs true, gvel af 16s 
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done-to Edifyirg. Ard therefore 1 would to Gr 
that not only you that bear me at this time, ht 
all the People of rhe Nation, could be once per 
fwaded to do ſo. Wher an holy Nation, what 
p-cultar People ſhould we then become ? How pig 
ous towards God ? How loyal to our SoveraignÞ 
How Juſt and Charitzble to one another ? For bg 
our conſtant Wor ſhipping Almighty God in ſo ſw 
lemn and deyout a manner as this is, -our Hear 
would be over:2wcd with fo -great a Fear of þ 
Divine M3j:ity, that we ſhould -never dare wi 
ingly to offend him. Our Mind would be filled and 
impregnated with ſuch a S:nſe of his Power an 
Soveraignty,that we ſhould honour and reverenc 
It in thole alſo whom he hath ſet over us. Ou 
whole Souls would b: raifcd up fo muca above th 
World, that we ſhould not do an ill ACt to gaalf 
it wholly to cur ſelves. In ſhort, we ſhould bee4 
very Day edificed more-and more in Faith, in Lov, 
in Humility, in S*1f-den}al, in Temperance, in 
Patience, in alt irn2 Grace and Vertus :#And l 
we ſhould go from Strength to Strength, from 
one degree of Grace utito another, ontil at l:ngtt 
wearrive at Glory and PerfeCtion in the bightl 
Heavens, where we ſhall ſpend Erernity i: ſelf in 
praiſing and adoxing the moſt high God , as fot 
all the other Mercies which he hath vouchſatedto 
us, fo 11 a particular Mann-r for our being Mem- 
bers of fuck an Apoſiolical Church, whercia all 
things are done to evifying, 

Which God cf his In: finite-Mercy grant we mi) 
all dd n and through our Lord and Saviour ]: {vt 
Clifiſt, to wiizm with the Father and Holy Glo! 
be all Honuur and Gor: + World without E6, 
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